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«NOT AROOSTER STEPS, BUT YOUR
DESTINY...»: MARRIAGE FORECASTING

BY BEHAVIOR OF DOMESTIC BIRDS

IN THE WINTER RITUALS OF UKRAINIANS

Folk divination is an important component of the ancient
and traditional culture of Ukrainians in particular of calendar
ritualism.

The aim of the offered article is coverage of the layer of cus-
toms and rituals, worldview phenomena associated with the
divination about the marriage with the help of domestic birds.

The object of the research is the traditional worldview, the
customs and rite culture of the inhabitants of Ukraine, and the
subject — the marriage mantic ritual actions by the behavior of
domestic birds, which carried out during winter calendar holi-
days. The basis of the article are the materials of the field re-
search, local folklore articles and works of the nineteenth and
the beginning of the twenty-first centuries.

The methodology of this work is based on general scientific
methodological principles and the basic requirements that ap-
ply to the works of historical and ethnological direction. The
author uses a various methods (field observation, comparative-
historical, comparative, reconstructive, structural -semantic and
method of cross-cultural comparisons).

Attention is drawn to the prophetic abilities of the rooster
and the chicken, which have been known since ancient times.
Mantic actions (for example, with different symbolic attributes
etc.), local beliefs and signs related to predicting marital desti-
ny based on observation of the behavior of domestic birds du-
ring the winter calendar holidays of residents of different regions
of Ukraine are analyzed. By interpreting certain signs, unmar-
ried people tried to predict who will be the first to get married,
who will «<manage» the family, what will be the character of the
marriage partner, how family life will turn out etc. Mostly such
mantic actions were performed by girls, less often by boys or
collectively. Similar calendar matrimonial divinations and be-
liefs existed in other Slavic peoples.

Keywords: mantic actions/ practices (divination), Ukraini-
ans, cock, hen, grain, water, coins, mirror, bread, coal, mar-
riage.
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BCTyl‘l. Memoro posBiaKM € BHUCBITAHHS IAAC-
Ty 3BHYAEBO-O0OPSOBUX 1 CBITOTASIIHUX SIBHIIL,
OB AI3aHUX 13 BOPO:KOOIO MPO MIAIOG 3a Z0MOMOTIOIO
cificbkux nraxiB. O6 exmom AOCAiZKeHHS € Tpaju-
UIMHUK CBITOTASIZ, 1 BBHYAEBO-00Ps10Ba KYAbTYpa 2KH-
TeAlB pisHMX perioHiB YkpaiHu, a npegmemom — BO-
POKIHHS PO IIIAIOO Ha OCHOBI CITOCTEPEKEHHS 3a [TOBE
ZIHKOIO CBIHCBKHX IITaXiB, 0 IKUX BAABaAUCS YKPAIHLI
Miz yac 3MMOBHX KaAeHZAPHHUX CBSAT. 3 OrAf/y Ha Billli
3/IaTHOCTI IMIBHS Ta KYPKH 0XapaKTEPU30BAaHO AOKaAbHI
HOBip s Ta IPUKMETH, 110B s13aHi 3 Nepea6aYeHHsIM 110~
apy2xHbOL 0AL. [ dicepenbHOI0 0CHOBOI0 OCAIAKEHHS €
MaTepiaAd ITOAbOBHX ZIOCAI/I2KEHb, KPA€3HABYI PO3BIJIKH,
npaui XIX — nou. XXI cr. CrarTio Hamucaso y npo-
ZIOB2KEHHST [TOTIEPEIHIX HATIPALIOBaHb aBTOPKH ¥ cepi
MaHTHYHOI TpaJAMUil YKpAiHIIB, OB A3aHMX i3 3aAydeH-
HAM 70 Bopo:k6u goMamnix TBapuH [1; 2; 3].

Ocnorna uacruna. Cepez pisHuX BOpO2KiHb 3UMO-
BOI'O LIMKAY CBSIT YKPAIHIIIB BUOKPEMAIOIOTbCST TAKO2K
MaTPHUMOHIAAbHI ZMBIHALIL «3a Y4acCTIO» MIBHS 1 Kyp-
KH, SIKUX y HapO/ii 3/laBHa HAJILASIIOTD BIILIUMH 3IaTHOC -
TSIMH, IAIOGHO-EPOTHYHOIO Ta IPOJYKYIOUOK CUMBO-
Aikoo [4, 1. 3, c. 60, 62; . 4, c. 28, 32, 33]. Haii-
[IPOCTIIIHHA BapiaHT BOPO2KHUABHOTO PUTYAAY BUTASIZLAB
tak. B Anzpiiscokuii Beuip (a60 Ha Pisgso, Meaan-
KH) ZiBYaTa CHUIIaAH Ha ZOAIBKY KyNKH 3epHa («cki-
KU JiBuam — CMIKU KYYOK 3CPHA>» ), BAHOCHAHU JO
xaTu niBHA (KypKy) Ta 3a HOBEJIHKOIO ITaXH Hamara-
AHCS IOBiZaTHCA MaHOYTHE. 3a MOBip MM, YHE 3ep-
HO BOHA HAHIeEpIlE KAIOBATHME, Ta JIBYMHA I[1EPIONO
Bulize 3amizxk [J, apk. 8; 6, apk. 57, 87; 7, c. 333,
335; 8, c. 220; 9, c. 404]. I'Toaexyau na Yepniris-
IIMHI BIPMAH, 110 «AK 40 NAPU KAOHe, Mo napa byJe.
A sax wui, mo ni» (c. Mpun); «na kamopy nazagzimo,
ma He noiige>» (c. Cms4) abo aAs TaKOro BOPOKIHHS,
sAke BigbyBaroca omiBHO4YI Ha Auzapis, 3a3Buyail BU-
6uparu yopny kypky (m. [lpuayku) [7, c. 377, 386;
10, apk. 8 3B.].

Ha Xoaviuni nozi6ui ausinauil 3ailicHIOBaAY Ha Be-
yopuuusx. [ [pore TyT npukmeTHoOIO 03HaKOIO Becias B
3aIlyCTH BBa?KaAH BU3OHPAHE MMIBHEM 3€PHO, PO3CUIIAHE
nepez aisuuHo. Bigzanuui, une sepHo BiH oMuHYB, 1€
aiByBaTUMYTb yrpogos:x poky [11, c. 11].

Y e, mwo niBenb 31aTEH MPOBICTHTH AIBOYY AOAIO, Bi-
puru it Ha Tepenax Haaauinpaumpynu (Hepkamuna). Y
c. KoBrynu na 3onoronimuni gipuara, 3i6papumich Ha

BEYOPHHLII, TEKAH KOPKHUKH, TIO3HAYAAH 1X, PO3KAAZA-

AH, & TOZAI TOCIIOAMHS XaTH 3aHOCHAA «BIILIOrO» ITaxa.
Bucaiz Bopozk6u nosicHioBaAu Tak: «komopuii nepsuii
KAIKHE, Ma nepsa 3amixc sulije, ik Apyzull, mo ipy-
2a» [12, apk. 288]. Y cxoxxwuii crioci6 y c. Bepewmiipka
na YopHobaiBmuHi Bopoxuu 3 6yroukamu abo Bape-
nuxamu [ 7, c. 333].

[ ManTHyHi 06pszoaii 3ailicHioBaru B AHzpiis-
cbKuit Beuip Ha SakapnarTi. JliBunna Ha nopi, 10 xoTiAa
JOBIZIATHCS, YU BiZACTCSA B HAHOAMKYI M SICHMII, HIlIAa
BBeuepi 10 KypHHKa H CTyKaAa yepeBHKOM 006 6aHTH, ae
cuaath kypu. Biznosiap it «mizkasyBara» cTaTb nTaxa:
SIKIIIO Ha CTYK 0013BaBCsl ITiBEHb, BipUAQ, 1110 BUH/E 3a-
MizK, KOAHM KypKa, To «6yge we cugimu». Y 1poMy K
Aokyci cBoepiano Bopoxuan Ha Ozermuni: «Csiukoro
3akonuysaau 6.4104ue, 06MAWYBANUCL MIEI0 CANCEIO
I BHOUYI 3aX0AUAU 8 KYPHUK, e MAAU Y UiAKOBUMIL
mempssi nosumu nisHs... Akwo gisuuni sgasasoce,
Mo 88aXNCAAU, WO BOHA Mamume 406p0O0 40A08IKA»
(c. Auapieso-Ipaniska) [8, c. 220; 13, c. 269].

A6u nepeabauuty, XTo cTapiIyBaTUMe B MalOyTHIH
cimi, y c. tlabuns na 360pipmuni Ha AngpiiBcbkux
BEYOPHHLISIX /10 XaTH IPUHOCHUAH MIBHsI 1 KYPKY, CTaBU-
AH «BiZ TOPOTa» y MHUCII IIEHMLIIO 1 CTIOCTEPITAAH, XTO
il meprum ictume. fximo misenb, To, 3a MoBip sAM MO-
ZIOASIHOK, TOAOBOIO ZI0MY 6y/ie YOAOBIK, a SIKILO KypKa,
TO 2KiHKa. Y TaKuH croci6 1o Yepsi BOPOKUAM yci pH -
cytHi Biaganuui [14, c. 191].

ZJloBoai wacto Ha cBaTto Anzpis ykpainku saB6a-
4yBaAM MIAIOOHe NpuiizenHe e i Tak. | [iBus i kypky
3B s13yBaAM XBOCTaMH, Ca/IZKaAH I1i CUTO, & KOAU BOHH
3aCIOKOIAKCS, BUILYCKAaAH 1 IUBUAKCS, XTO KOTO TIepe-
Tarue. fkio e 6yaa Kypka, To, 3a HADOJHUMU BipyBaH-
HSIMH, APY?KHHA MaTHMeE BIIAMB Ha YOAOBIKa 1 CTapIiLy-
BaTHMe HaJ HUM. S1kio miBenb, To HaBnaku [9, c. 404;
15, c. 261; 16, c. 7; 17, c. 27; 18, c. 37].

VHacAizok BuKOHAaHHS TOAIGHMX MaHTHYHMX ZiH,
SIKMM [lepeIyBaA0 HaKPHBAHHSI CUTOM IITaxiB, 110 1X 3a-~
HECAH /10 KIMHATH, BIZIZIAHUII MAAH 3MOTY NIPHUBIZAKPUTH
TaeMHULI Mai6yTHbOro ciMeiinoro :xuttsa. Ckazximo, y
c. tlabunsa (360pismuna), mpo Hboro A0BiAzyBarHCs 3a
TaKHMH [IPUKMETAMHU: SIKILO IMICAsl IXHBOTO BIAIYILEH-
Hsl BOHH 0GEpPHYTbCsI 70 cebe TOAOBaMH, TO JIBYHHA-
«BOPOZKKa», MKUTHME B 3AaroJi 3i CBOIM YOAOBIKOM, a
SIKILO XBOCTaMH, TO Ha Hel YeKaloTb CBapKH 1 HETIOPO-
syMminHsA. Y pasi, KOAM MiBeHb IMiNIOB Y6iK BiJ KypKH, Bi-
PUAH, L0 BIPOTIZHUM € HEMHHYYE PO3AyUYeHHs abo Mo-
apy:xus spaza [14, c. 189].
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Amnzpiiscbki Ta HOBOpiYHI MAHTHUYHI PAKTHKH 3 ITiB-
HeM, SIKOMY V XaTl Ha HiZIA031 PO3KAAZAAH 3€pHO, IPO-
i, BoAy, 6yAu 06pe 3HaHI Ha TepeHax [yiyAbiunu,
Boiikipunu, [ lokyrrs, Haganinpsaumunu, [Togiars,
Boauni, Croboxxanmunu, I liBgennoi crenosoi Ykpai-
uu. [le pisHoBuA KAepoMaHTHYHUX A1, KOAM O6UpatOUM
IIEBHUH cm\gBOAquI/If/’I aTpubyT, MaHOYTTS BilllyBaB came
uei nrax. Horo noseainky TAymaunau ognotunHo: noi-
JanHs 3epHa (TMIeHuL, xUTa, IPOoca, TPEeYKH ), KAIOBaH-
Hs1 KOIMMOK 03HAYaA0, 110 AIBYHHA CIIPABASTHME BECIAAA
3 106puM rocriozapem, 6araTieM, MUTTsI BOAH — IHsI-
KOM, CIIOTASIZIaHHS B 13€pKaA0 — «(PAEPOM OHOPO-
BUM», TYASIIIUM a60 XBaAbKoM. S1KILo MiBeHb Hivoro He
pobutume, HapeyeHuH 6yze AiHoxom [J, apk. 60; 7,
c. 54, 60, 69, 112; 12, apx. 63, 223, 267, 309, 353;
14, c. 189; 19, apxk. 55, 90; 20, apk. 66; 21, apk. 17;
22, apk. 6; 23, c. 70; 24, c. 125; 25, c. 21; 26, c. 159;
27, c. 80; 28, c. 219; 29, s. 190]. I'lepea nmouarkom
BopO:x6u HarepeZ0AHI AHZPIS AeMKIBYaHKH caZlOBUAH
niBus mig cuto (cera Kopocuenmunu i HAceapmymn),
a memkankH | loataBimunn — B aixy, Ky craBuAM Hig
ikonu [30, c. 5; 31, c. 211—212] (ia. 1).

[ Toaexyau na [yiryabiuuni Habip BopozkuAbHHX aTpH-
6yTiB 6yB mmpmmm. lak, Ha cBaTo AHzpis AiBuMHA Ha
ZIOAIBKY CHIIaAa 3epHa, 0Py KAAAa IIMATOK XAiba, By -
TAMHY, MUCKY 3 BOZOIO, KOMiHKH, aAsepkaabiie. /o Bo-
PO2KIHHS BOHA 3aAy4aAa CBOIO MATip, sIKa 3aHOCHAA 0
XaTH MiBHsA, npoMoBAsira «He kyzym cmynae, a zoas
meos, axoi 8 locnoga gocmoiina» Ta omyckaaa foro
Ha 3emMAt0. KpiM sraganux TpaauiifiHux nosicueHb rmo-
BEJIHKH I1Taxa, 1HII 3HAKH TAYMAa4YHAH TaK: SIKILO BIH
Bi3bMETbCsI 10 BYTAMHH — YOAOBIK /OIIOMAaraTuMe B
XaTi, KAIOHEe XAlbellb — yce mepeKAaZiaTUMe Ha IAedi
apyxunu [32, c. 195]. A, ckaximo, na Haaauinpsn-
IIMHI BIPUAH, 1110 HApeYEHHH Oyze KOBaAeM, SIKILO ITiB-
eHb «yroAb 36upatume» [7, c. 264].

[lixaBuii 3pasok auBiHalii, sKi 3AilcHIOBaAM «i Ha
[Hoapyto, i na [aroanyro kyTio», Mmaemo 3 Tepenis [ lo-
Aicest. Ocb six BigbyBaBcsi MAaHTHYHHE 3BHYaH y C. XO-
tiBAst Ha YepniriBuni: «A4 mo we sHaro, wio nemyxa
6pani. Tvomxa Mapycs kanrice kpyz maxi Hapicasana,
Mu y iie yaoma i nemyxa nycmiaa. [laxaana syzanv,
xnaiba, soay, winy 6eay. I wo saro snepes asasba-
ne. Ak xaeb, mak 6yse 6azamu, a A 8yzaaeb, mo na-
2aHa, 6y/J€ YOPHA HCU3HDb, K BAJU HANEMUA, MAK A1~
kozonik 6yae. A 6eaa 2aina, max xapowi 6yge, kpa-

cisuii» [7, c. 356].
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3a TakoIo K MPUKMETOIO TIPO CBOE MAHOYTTs Z0BIJL-
yBaaucs :xuteal Hazaauinpsumunu, sxi nogi6no Bopo-
xuam Ha Cearsedip. Tak, y c. Uy6iska (Hepkamuna)
ZAsT KyPKH 10 KOAY PO3KAAJAAH A3ePKAA0, XPECT, 3ep-
HO, MIMaTOK XAi6a Ta in. Hanpukaaz, osnakoro Beciana
BBazkaAH BiHOK (6yKeTHK ), IKHi BOHa Z3b06HYyAa Tep-
mmm. Hatomicts, xpect Bitrysas iioro Baachui msuz-
Ky cmeptb [ 7, c. 331].

3a BigoMocTAMH modaTKy XX CTOATTH, y cerax
Kyn’siacbroro nosiry (Xapkisuuua) korexktusHi (zi-
Boui i mapy6o4i) AuBiHALIl 32 MOBEAIHKOIO ZOMaITHbOI
nruwi ay6aroBaau Ha cesito Anzpis i Meaauku. [s Toro,
sIK TIoBeJie cebe KypKa 4H IiBeHb, SIKOr0 KO2KeH IPUHO-
cuB i3 KypHuka (icTuMe, muTHME, CriBATUME, GUTUMETD -
Cs1 3 IHIIIMMH, XOBaTUMETbCs1 ), POOGUAN BUCHOBOK T1PO Xa-
paKTep Mal6yTHbOrO YoAOBiKa 4u Apy:xunu [ 33, c. 63].
Cxozki MmanTHuHI Zii 3 TakoIO % MeTOIO, IIONpaBJa Ha
[oroany xyTio, y nepmriii moaouni XX cTOAITTS ryp-
tom uyunuAH y ¢. Kycroroso-Cyxozirka na [ loaTas-
muHi [7, c. 226].

CriiabHi BopozsinHEA AiBYaT i Tapy6KiB KOAUCH HIpaK-
TuKyBaAH U Ha TepeHax Haaauinpsmmunu ta [ lokyr-
4. 3a BipyBanHaM xuTeAis c. Borycaasenn (3oroto-
HilllMHA), AKIIO XAOMIEBI, CKazKiMO, ABIYi «IOMazeTh-
Cs1» MiBeHb, HOMY CYZAHMAOCS 6araTopasoBe OZpY:KeHH;I:
«...I 8in a8a pasu smocumv [3 kypHuka] i a8a pasu
nisns. Yci [aisuama] cmisiaucs, wo ue mu 6ygewt
484 PA3U JHCOHAMULL — He KYPUYsi Lomy nonajandacs,
sceza niserv. Ak gisuuHi niseHvb, Mo ue wie Hi4o, a
SIK X0NYEBL, MO Ue BIHce HELAPHO, OY e HEHUMBCS 40
kinys scusni». Y Mummni (Koromuiiiuuna) sipuau,
mo «ax [kypka ] aimae, mo [uonosik | 6yae no apy-
ux xcinxax xoqumu>» [12, apk. 309; 21, apx. 24].
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Ak 6auumo is nosigzomarenns I. Benbkoscebkoro (3a-
nuc kinus XIX cToaitTs), 3a aHaAori€l0 MOsICHIOBaAH
BHCAIZIM aHZPIIBCbKOI BOP0:x6H 3 KypKoo i y ceaax Bo-
auni (Ha CrapokoctsinTuniBiuHi ). Tak, aximo BoHa ku-
ZlaAacs 0 BOAM 1 :KaliGHO 11 ITHAa, Cy/KeHuH Oyze rip-
KHM IT SIHULIEIO, SIKILO IAa — HEHazKepolo; SIK KPUJaAa,
AiTana, 6uAacs — PO36HUINAKOI; KOAH CIIOKIHHO 1 Be-
CeAO XOAHAA — JIBYMHA MaTHMe TUXOTrO 1 CIIOKIHHOTO
yonosika [34, c. 101—102].

I3 sarmucy O. Bopsax (2003 pix) aosizyemocs npo
3aAyHeHHs /10 MAHTHYHOTO MPOLECy MaMH 1 6abyci iH-
popmatopku. Horo sailicuiosaru na Cesaruii Bedip B
ozHOMy 3i caoboxancbkux cia. Oxpim TpaaumiiHux
TAyMaydeHb [TOBEJAIHKH ITIBHs1, 3yCTPIYaEMO H IHIII 1IiKa-
Bl «IIPOPOLTBA»: SIKILO BiH «/I0 KyPHIIl OAM3bKO MI/CS-
Zle — 3HAYMTD KIHKY 6yze AoOUTH», MizinAe 10 Biazga-
HULI — BOHA IMBUZKO HomA06uThbest: «Ilemyx nigiii-
ui08 0 MeHe, 3HAUUMDb ST 8 UbOMY POUL Mana sulmu
samixc. I 8 momy poui s suiiuina samise» (c. Kpum-
ku Ha Joneyunni) [7, c. 50].

3a ganumu A\. Jem sana (samuc 1936 poky), B oko-
auni Bummix Bepenpkux na Hosuit pik 6olikiBuanka
nepezabadara CBOIO ZIOAIO 32 THM, <o byae KypKa po-
6umu sk Haicmocs». | lokaaBmu cepez xatu asep-
KaAo, CIMCAHWH Marip, BOAy 1 MIIEHHLO, BIIyCKaAa
nTaxy Ta MUABHO cIiocTepiraia. «fAk kypka Haicmob-
cs i Han'ecs 804U, a NOMIM No3epae Ha nanip, mo
Ha J3epKano, mo JiBUUHA MOJL PAAYECS, U0 Mo2o
POKY Biggacmucs 3a ¢paiinozo i myapozo xaonus. A
AKUWO KYPKA AaAi icmbo i He JUBUMbBCS HA 43€PKAN0
i nanip, mo gisuura cymye, 60 mogi 6yae mamu Ai-
HUB020 1 NACKYAHOZO 40408iKa, a AK6U Mol KypKa
340X/1a, Mo moJi Jis4uHa He 8igaara b6u csi HIKO-
au> [35, apk. 35].

Bucnosku. OTixe, six 6aunmo, y pisHuX perioHax
Ykpaiuu Maru neBHe MONMPEHHS TaKOK CBOEPIAHI -
Boui (4 cmiAbHI ziBodi i mapy6oui) BopokiHHA MPO
IAI06 Ha OCHOBI CIIOCTEPEKEHHsT 32 TOBEIHKOIO CBIH-
cbkux nraxis. | lorpakToBytoun nesni npukmeru, He-
ozpyeHi 0cobH HamaraAucst nepes6aYUTH CBOIO MO-
PYAHIO ZIOAI0 — XTO MEPIIUM OZPYKHUTbCS, XTO «Ke-~
pyBaTHUMe» B pozHHi, Ky Baady (xapakrep), mpogecito
1 30BHILIHICTD MaTUMe IMAGHHHM MApTHEP, SIK CKAA-
aeTbes cimefine :xutTs Tomo. | loaibui karenzapHi ma-
TPHUMOHIaAbHI ZUBIHALIL Ta BipyBaHHsS MOOYTYyBaAH 1 B

iHmux caoB aHCHKUX Hapozis |36, c. 467, 468; 37,
c. 51, 56; 38, c. 17, 27; 39, c. 22; 40, s. 321; 41,

s. 314]. 3 oraaay Ha icTopuuHi cBigYeHHS PO Te, IO
ZoMalHix TBapuH (30KpeMa i MiBHSA, KypKY ) HaJiASA
BIILIUMH 3/IaTHOCTSIMH 1€ Y CTAPOKHUTHI YaCH, MOKAH -
BO, TaKi eTHOrpaQiyHi pearil € BIATOMOHOM apXaldyHOl
MI(O~pPUTYaAbHOI TPAZULIiL.
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